
NAVY SEABEE VETERANS of AMERICA  

                              CAN DO 
 

 
Volume 35 Edition 3 Fall 2024 

 

 National Convention 
            Edition 

Pittsburgh, PA 
 



 
Cover: The NSVA symbol surrounded by the Pennsylvania Keystone out line used 

on the 2024 National Convention Advertisement booklet and banquet cake. 
 

 
 

Table of Contents/Chaplains Corner 
NSVA Officer Contact List 
Commanders Corner            

Pg. 2 
Pg. 3-4 
Pg. 5 

SVAA Presidents Perspective 
2024 Convention Review 
Island Hopping 
Vietnam Perspective  
Celebrating a Century     

Pg. 6 
Pg. 7 
Pg.14 
Pg.21 
Pg.22 

Small Store Order Forms Pg.24-25 
Conventions & Reunions                                           Pg.26 
Welcome Aboard                          Pg.26 
Final Salute                                      Pg.27 

 
 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

At this year’s National Convention, we again Honored members of NSVA who passed away since last 
year’s Convention. A total of 155 names were read. 

It came to mind that this may be the last time some of these names would ever be spoken. 
I would like to ask all who read this to pause and say a prayer or just remember a fellow Seabee who 

is no longer with us. 
 Thank You. 

 
Michael Boncheck National Chaplain 
Navy Seabee Veterans of America 

 
 
 
 

From the Editor: Due to the new officers that were elected at the National Convention it was 
suggested that the CAN DO carry at least one printing of the National Officers contact information per 
year for the convenience of the members that may not have ready access to the internet.  

Please see the following page for this information. 
 
Remember the CAN DO is printed and mailed to your address twice annually, the remaining two 
editions are available electronically on the NSVA Website at www.nsva.org  
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 NSVA National Officers 2024-2025                                                   10-1-2024 

  
     COMMANDER   DWIGHT HAMBORSKY, 2521 Wrencrest Cir. Valrico, FL 33596-6320 

 Tel: 813-681-5861 email: dkhamborsky@gmail.com  
    V. COMMANDER    ERIC TREECE, 1005 Lantana Lane, Conway, SC 29526 
 Tel: 757-968-0446, email: ericmtreece@gmail.com   
    SECRETARY CHARLES H. COFFIN, 2047 Ridge Road, Queensbury NY 12804 

 Tel: 203-843-5513, email:  nsvasec@gmail.com  
TREASURER GERALD KISSINGER, 511 Minot Pl., Longmont, CO 80504-1679 
 Tel: 720-641-8379 email: cbsw1285@juno.com 
DISTRICT COMMANDERS:  
NORTH EAST JOHN A. CUBIT, 113 Kislingbury St., Rochester, NY 14613-1611 
 Tel: 585-647-9294, email: jcubit44@gmail.com 
SOUTH EAST JOHN J. HILLYER III, 7118 68th Terrace, Live Oak Fl. 32060 

 Tel: 813-784-3121, email: jhillyeriii@aol.com   
NORTH CENTRAL ROBERT WOOTEN, 10691N. 900 West, Carthage, IN 46115 

 Tel: 317-432-1377, email: cb5803@gmail.com   
SOUTH CENTRAL CHETT WINCHELL, 14845 W. LEE HWY., PHILADELPHIA, TN.     37846 

 Tel: 720-560-3834, email:  chettkw@att.net 
NORTH WEST RALPH BEAN, 4930 W. Hoffman Pl., Spokane, WA 99205-1920 

 Tel: 509-326-2038, email: porkinbakin55@gmail.com   
SOUTH WEST GERALD KISSINGER, 511 Minot Pl., Longmont, CO 80504-1679 
 Tel: 720-641-8379 email: cbsw1285@juno.com  
NATIONAL TRUSTEES  
1 YEAR AMANDA TEMPLETON, 5233 Drew Ave. N Minneapolis, MN 55429 

 Tel: 612-513-0544, email: amurphy2285@gmail.com 
1 YEAR JACK F. TANGEN, 5553 Brockport Spencerport Rd. Brockport, NY 14420 

 Tel: 585-637-9272, email: jtangen@rochester.rr.com   
2 YEARS STEVE DEVEREAUX, 7407 Leisure Ave., Fox Lake IL 60020 

 TEL: 815-405-3905, e-mail: hylifter1@aol.com 
2 YEARS ROGER JACOBSON, 17332 Ipswich Way, Lakeville, MN 55044-7784 

 Tel: 612-221-3054, e-mail: hdroger@charter.net 
2 YEARS CHETT WINCHELL, 14845 W. LEE HWY., PHILADELPHIA, TN.     37846 

 Tel: 720-560-3834, email:  chettkw@att.net 

  
ELECTED OFFICES  
PARLIAMENTARIAN  KARL F DOUG'E, 19121 NE 25 Ave., Apt. D, Miami, FL 33180 

 Tel: 305-230-8000, email: combatelectrician@aol.com   
CHAPLAIN MICHAEL BONCHECK, 518 Main St. Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702 

 Tel: 570-823-2817 email: seabeemjb@yahoo.com  

SERVICE OFFICER  
THERESA BRANDES, 562 S. State Hwy.123 Bypass, Apt. 119, 
 Seguin, TX 78155 

 Tel: 210-782-4434, email: ttb.vso@gmail.com  
NATIONAL COUNSELORS DAVID J. BUCHANAN, 8491 Desert rose Terr., Crystal River, FL 34428-8612 

 Tel: 352-564-0378, email: DBuchanan@centurylink.net  

 JIM SORENSEN, 4008 Clerendon Road, Brooklyn, NY 11203  

 Tel: 718-344-9210 e-mail: fdnycb@hotmail.com   
HISTORIAN TED MONTOURI, 1310 A High Point Place, S. Delray Beach, FL. 33445 

mailto:cbsw1285@juno.com
mailto:cbsw1285@juno.com


 TEL: 917-291-4873, email: tlmontu301@aim.com  
MASTER AT ARMS AMANDA TEMPLETON, 5233 Drew Ave. N Minneapolis, MN 55429 
 Tel: 612-513-0544, email: amurphy2285@gmail.com 
REGISTERED AGENT STEVE DEVEREAUX, 7407 Leisure Ave., Fox Lake IL 60020 
 TEL: 815-405-3905, e-mail: hylifter1@aol.com 
APPOINTED COMMITTIES  
BUDGET / FINANCE CHRIS CHELINE  4194 Meadowlark Trl. Stow, OH 44224-2404 

 Tel# 330-686-2290 email: chrischeline@yahoo.com    
CONSTITUTION, BY-LAWS & DAVID J. BUCHANAN, 8491 Desert rose Terr., Crystal River, FL 34428-8612 
RESOLUTIONS Tel: 352-564-0378, email: DBuchanan@centurylink.net  

 FREDDIE SAUSEDA, 3503 Morningside St. Victoria, TX 77901 

 Tel: 361-550-4442   email: fsauseda@yahoo.com  

CONVENTION COMMITTEE 
CHARLES H. COFFIN/ELAINE COFFIN  2047 Ridge Road, Queensbury NY 
12804 

 Tel: 203-843-5513, email:  nsvasec@gmail.com  
WEBSITE MANAGER JACK F. TANGEN, 5553 Brockport Spencerport Rd. Brockport, NY 14420 

 Tel: 585-880-3235, email: jtangen@rochester.rr.com   
LIFE MEMBERSHIP JOHN A. CUBIT, 113 Kislingbury St., Rochester, NY 14613-1611 

 Tel: 585-647-9294, email: jcubit44@gmail.com 

 CHARLES LOMBARDI, 415 Prospect St. Catasauqua, PA 18032-2000 

 Tel: 610-657-2851, email: chuck781@outlook.com 
MEMBERSHIP ANTHONY AMESQUITA Jr., 21965 Trumbo Rd., San Antonio, TX 78264  

 Tel: 210-573-5279 email: ajamesquita@yahoo.com  
NATIONAL PUBLICITY CHRIS CHELINE 4194 Meadowlark Trl. Stow, OH 44224-2404 

 Tel# 330-686-2290 email: chrischeline@yahoo.com    
CAN DO PUBLICATION JACK F. TANGEN, 5553 Brockport Spencerport Rd. Brockport, NY 14420 

 Tel: 585-880-3235, email: jtangen@rochester.rr.com   

 ANTHONY AMESQUITA Jr., 21965 Trumbo Rd., San Antonio, TX 78264  

 Tel: 210-573-5279 email: ajamesquita@yahoo.com  
SHIP'S STORE ERNIE NELSON, 5142 ENDEAVOUR AVE. DOVER, FL. 33527 

 TEL: 813-376-3947, e-mail: Bettybud2000@aol.com 
       DEPARTMENT         
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:  
FLORIDA DWIGHT HAMBORSKY, 2521 Wrencrest Cir. Valrico, FL 33596-6320 
 Tel: 813-681-5861 email: dkhamborsky@gmail.com  
INDIANA ROBERT WOOTEN, 10691N. 900 West, Carthage, IN 46115 
 Tel: 317-432-1377 email: cb5803@gmail.com   
MASSACHUSETTS JOSEPH MILLETTE, 10 Ellsworth Ave., Melrose, MA 02176-1805 
 Tel: 781-665-3037   E-MAIL: seabeeCE1@ AOL.COM 
NEW YORK  JOHN A. CUBIT, 113 Kislingbury St., Rochester, NY 14613-1611 
 Tel: 585-647-9294, email: jcubit44@gmail.com 
OHIO PATRICK LEIHER, 3556 Longfield Road, Ravenna, OH 44266-3537         
 Tel: 330-296-8020 
WASHINGTON RALPH BEAN, 4930 W. Hoffman Pl., Spokane, WA 99205-1920 
 Tel: 509-326-2038, email: porkinbakin55@gmail.com   
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COMMANDER’S CORNER 

Pictured on the left is Nancy Staples, President of the Navy Seabee 
Veterans of America Auxiliary standing next to the NSVA National 
Commander Dwight Hamborsky. Commander Hamborsky is in costume as 
a member of the Sons of the Revolution Honor Guard. Both he and Nancy 
where at the Tampa Florida airport welcoming home an Honor Flight 
returning from Washington DC. 
 
To those veterans that have not availed themselves of this spectacular offer 
of flying to our nation’s capital and touring many of the memorials built and 
dedicated to honor their service, I say get signed up to take your Honor 
Flight trip NOW. 

 
A NEW BEGINNING 

 
Pittsburgh was a fabulous convention!   The trip to the Soldiers and Sailors Hall was very memorable and 
enlightening.  We have a lot planned for Orlando next August so please go out of your way to attend.  
 
Fortunately, we were able to fill all the vacancies in our needs line, which were the CAN DO and Life 
Membership, as well as, a new (Younger) Vice Commander from Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, Eric Treece.  I 
am confident he will bring a lot of enthusiasm to the program, as he has been very successful in turning a 
Swarm into an Island.  
 
I am humbled by your keeping me on for another year as your National Commander and look forward to the 
new challenges ahead.  Jack Tangen has done a wonderful job with the CAN DO and I am very grateful he will 
stay on as the Website Manager.  Anthony Amesquita is a quick read, and I trust he will pick up the tradition 
of fielding a noteworthy publication.   John Cubit is working with the new Life Membership Chairman, and we 
should see the new cards for our new Life Members in the mail very soon. 
 
An unsung hero you may not know about is Nancy Staples, who has been my "Ghost Writer" for this article 
and is featured in the caption picture at the Honor Flight Welcome Home in St Pete on September 10, 2024. 
Her guiding eye has taken my mixed prose and make them readable. I will be doing it on my own for the next 
issue and will really miss her editing skills.  
 
Island activities are increasing and new articles from the realm will be welcome as well as, perhaps articles 
that have been submitted but not yet published.  Keep them coming as they let others know we are alive and 
well.  
 
I will be going to Washington for both the Veterans Day events and the Seabee Birthday. Last year was really 
worth the trip. 
 
In the Can Do Spirit, 
Dwight K. Hamborsky 
Your National Commander   
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President’s Perspective.                                                Fall 2024 
        
Hello Auxiliary members and perspective members.  If you attended the 2024 National Convention in 
Pittsburgh, I hope you had a great time.  For those who weren’t able to attend, we missed you. 
 
The hospitality room was manned mostly by Auxiliary members, where we had some great snacks, 
water, and sodas.   Beer was a bit harder to get but the Seabees found an ABC store and got a good 
variety. Tables in the room displayed the auction items and items for sale by vendors.  Thanks to all 
who donated the auction items. 
 
The meeting on Friday was very productive.  A new member joined us and learned a lot about the 
auxiliary business.  All resolutions passed thanks to those who sent in their votes and those present 
at the meeting. A box lunch was given to all Auxiliary members in attendance after the meeting. 
 
This year the Member at Large who traveled the furthest was Patricia Montuori of Boca Raton, FL. 
The Island Auxiliary that had the greatest percentage increase in membership was Island  X-11 
Tampa, FL.  The Island Auxiliary that had the most members in attendance was Island    X-23 Crystal 
River, FL. 
 
The Memorial Service practices resulted in a VERY beautiful remembrance service.  Thanks to all 
who volunteered to read the 155+ names of deceased NSVA and Auxiliary members, place flowers, 
and perform other parts of the service.  
 
The trip to the Veteran’s Hall and Museum was attended and enjoyed by many. 
 
The Banquet on Saturday night included a great guest speaker,  Pittsburg X-3 Seabee, Judge Mike 
McCarthy.  The POW/MIA Table and the Military Children’s Table presentations were very 
moving.  After the youngest and oldest Seabees were found and presented with flags, they cut the 
cake.  Then we got to find the winners of the various drawings.   Finally, we got to eat cake! 
 
Next year we will meet in Orlando, FL and hope to see many of you there. Further information will be 
coming. 
 
If you are not yet a member, check WWW.NSVA.ORG under the SVA Auxiliary tab for an 
application.  If you do not live near an auxiliary, you can become a Member at Large (MAL) with 
voting privileges at the next National Convention, where it will be time for Auxiliary Officer elections.  
Think about becoming an officer. 
 
 
Nancy Staples, National NSVAA President 
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NSVA 2024 Convention Review 
 The NSVA 2024 Convention was held in Green Tree, PA (Pittsburgh) from August 13 thru August 17th 
at the Double Tree by Hilton. The venue and staff were very accommodating and pleasant, the hotel 
accommodations were clean and well appointed. The hospitality room was overflowing with snacks 
beverages and auction items, enough so we had to move to a different room to play bingo and 
roulette. Following are pictures submitted by members at various events and gatherings.  
 

                                                  

 
Snap shots L-R, A. Amesquita, K. Doug’e, E. Treece and E. Nelson at breakfast, Center R. Jacobson, 
and S. Devereaux chatting, Right B. Nelson. 
 

 
Snap shots L-R, E. Treece and G. Kissinger chatting, Center T. Montuori and D. Malin, Right C. Coffin, 
and A. Amesquita 
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L-R, Chevo Soliz, Roy Aguillon, John Roberts at dinner. L-R At Bob’s Restaurant, Top left is Dane, 
owner of Bob’s Diner, Nancy Staples, and Jerry Kissinger Front row Nancy Ward and Chett Winchell. 
 
 
 

 
Reader practice for the Memorial Service held on Saturday morning. It is a very moving and solemn ceremony. 
As mentioned in the Chaplains Corner 155 names where read. 
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Pictured below are a few of the Volunteer readers for the Memorial Service  

 
                                              

 
 

 
1st row: Chris Cheline, Karl Doug’e and Patricia Montuori. 2nd Row: Gerald Kissinger, Eric Treece and Michael 
Boncheck. 3rd Row: Jerry Schmuck, Carol Parker, and Nancy Staples. 
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L-R 1st Row: Elaine Coffin, Frank Parker, and Nancy Ward. 2nd Row: Dave Buchanan, Roger Jacobson, and 
Steve Devereaux. 3rd Row: Dan Tell, Ernie Nelson and Betty Nelson 
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Group picture of most of the attendees at the 2024 Convention business meeting at the end of the 
day. They are a good looking bunch. Many participated in the meeting and nobody was bloodied. The 
Convention meeting notes can be found on the NSVA Website at www.nsva.org  
 
The SVAA was in-charge of the hospitality room, the refreshments, and snacks. They also organized 
the auction items, table games and maintained the room in a neat and orderly fashion. A Thank You 
to the Auxiliary and the other NSVA members and guests that contributed both their auction items 
and energy in making this convention a success. 
 
Games of chance (roulette and bingo) were played and 50/50 tickets were available for monetary 
donation. As luck would have it one Seabee rose to the occasion, winning three games of the four 
High Stakes bingo and the roulette game during the game night on Friday evening, thank you Patrick 
Leiher. But he was not done yet. During the Banquet on Saturday evening a single game of chance 
again on the roulette wheel was played, Winner Take ALL!! Thank You Again Pat Leiher, talk about 
LUCKY!!! 

On to the Banquet   
 

Our keynote speaker, The Honorable Michael E. 
McCarthy, and his wife Janice. Judge McCarthy 

is currently assigned to the Court of Common Pleas 
Fifth Judicial District Orphan’s Division. Before 
ascending to the bench, Judge McCarthy served as a 
County Detective, an assistant District Attorney in the 
White Collar Crime Unit and served as an administrative 
chairman of the Court of Common Pleas Board of 
Reviews. Judge McCarthy had a general law practice 
and held several municipal solicitorships. 
 Judge McCarthy received both his undergraduate 
degree and Juris Doctorate from Duquesne University. 
Judge McCarty is a Vietnam Veteran serving as a BU3 
with CBMU 302, NAVCAT in the U.S. Navy Seabees. 
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“Around the horn” at the banquet. Everyone went away as full as they wanted to be (if they did not, 
it was their fault). The food, company and speakers was/were great. I believe everyone had a good 
time, especially Pat Leiher! Seriously though, Pat is a great guy and a great brother Seabee. 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

    
 

To the right, Chevo Soliz and Jim Furey PNC cut 
the banquet cake as the Youngest and Oldest 

Seabees in attendance at the banquet. 
 
 



 
ISLAND HOPPING 

 

 
 
 
On the morning of October 5th, 2024, the Navy Seabee Veterans of America, Island X-4, Longmont, 
CO and three friends, completed another successful day of Adopt a Highway service to the residents 
of Weld County and the State of Colorado motorists.  The crew consisted of three Retired Seabees 
(Mark Abromski, Brian Condray and Gerald Kissinger) along with Rodney Rice and Sky Solomon and 
Ethan (Brian's guest). 
  
The crew performed over 26 hours of volunteer cleanup, picking up 40 bags of debris, in addition to 
lumber, sheet metal, automobile tires and wheels, advertising signs, car parts and electronics.  This 
cleanup of the State Highway is critical and clears the right-of-way for mowing operations to be 
performed by the Colorado Department of Transportation.  Thank you, to all, for your CAN-DO 
ATTITUDE and COMMITMENT to the community!   
  
BRAVO ZULU, Volunteers! 
"With willing hearts and skillful hands, the difficult we do at once, the impossible takes a bit longer." - 
U.S. Navy Seabees CAN DO! 
 
Submitted by Gerald (Jerry) Kissinger, Navy SVA, Island X-4, Longmont, CO Secretary 
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On June 29th, 2024 Island X-5 Cape Girardeau, MO held their annual Island picnic and Quilt of Valor 

Presentation Ceremony. Joy Pierce and Debbie Carlton were the presenters. Their quilting group 
designed and created the quilts presented. Here are the pictures of the X-5 recipients.  

 

 
Jim Anthony, Jeff Coyler, James Friedrich, R. Penny Kurre, Floyd Klipfel, Roger Gardner, Kenny 

Rodgers, David Nolen, Glen Beussink 
 

 
 

Pictured L-R Joy Pierce (presenter) and R. Penny Kurre. Joy Pierce (presenter) Larry Pierce and 
Kenneth Rodgers. The Quilting Ladies Joy Pierce (L) and Debbie Carlton (R). The quilts were sewn by 
Joy and Debbie’s quilting group. They did an excellent job. Thank You Quilters for your patriotic spirit 
and CAN DO Attitude. 
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Larry Pierce is the Seabee that appears in all of the pictures on the LH side. Top Row: L-R Roger 

Gardner & David Nolen. Middle Row: L-R James Anthony & Roger Friedrich.  
Bottom Row: L-R Glen Bussink & Floyd Klipfel 
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L: Joy & Larry Pierce and Jeffery Colyer R: Kenny Rodgers receiving the X-5 Seabee of the Year Award 
presented by Mike Morgan. 

Roger Sample, David Nolen, Tim King, Floyd Klipfel, Penny Kurre, Steve Lange, Glen Buessink, Dan 
Stitz, Fred Ross, Jim Anthony, Richard Groves, Charles Sadler, Jeff Heise, Larry Pierce, George 
Reutzel, Wes Sadler, Roger Gardner, Jeff Colyer, Bill Humphries, Kenny Rodgers, Dick Gentry, Glen 
Statler, Keith Cades, Richard Hengst, James Friedrich and Mike Morgan. 

 
The family members of Island X-5 Cape Girardeau, MO. Its great to see a turnout of this magnatude. 
It demonstrates the willingness to participate and support the Seabee Island and individual Seabee 
members. Many thanks and Kudo’s to this fantastic group.  
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The War Memorial Museum in Johnstown PA now has a display recognizing the Navy Seabees. 
Thanks to the donations of NSVA Island X-6  Johnstown PA, CDR Marty Brezovic and Treasurer  

Dan Till completed this endeavor 18 July 2024. 

 
 

 
                                    Dan Till, Treasurer           Marty Brezovic, Commander 
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The city of Ormond Beach Florida holds a patriotic concert each year with music provided by the 
Daytona Beach Concert band. The event this year was sponsored be the American Legion Post 267, 
American Legion Post 267 Auxiliary, and the Vietnam Veterans of America. The local veteran 
organizations are requested to select a Patriot of the Year to be honored. 
At half time veterans are presented with a certificate of appreciation. 
  Shown below  is Steve Ibelli, member and Master at Arms for NSVA Island X-19 Daytona Beach, 
Florida proudly wearing his Seabee shirt while receiving his award for recognition as a 2024 Volusia 
County Patriot of the Year at the recent Memorial Day concert. The picture with Steve with Marvin 
Miller, also an award recipient, whose four brothers all served in the Marine Corps. 

 
 
 

 Here we are, the outgoing and incoming Editors of the CAN DO 
Magazine. That’s me Jack on the left, Anthony on the right, as many of 
you already know. 
 It has been my pleasure to have helped develop and nudged the CAN 
DO Publication forward and to have hopefully improved the content, 
making it a worthwhile publication for our membership and our 
supporters. I’m grateful and owe a lot of individuals who have helped 
me along the way, in particular my proof reader Nancy Staples. 
 If there’s anything I’ll take away from this experience its knowing that 
the Seabees are perhaps the most humble and introverted military 
group in the US military. The only bragging a Seabee does is to 
another Seabee. We have to change that, and I think Anthony CAN DO 

that. Lets help Anthony out by sending him your stories and pictures about your Island and 
Department activities, helping Veterans, neighbors and communities. We must continue to build upon 
and grow the Seabee legacy, it is up to US. 
See pages 3-4 for Anthony’s contact information. 
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On Tuesday, Fred Johnson presented "The Fighting Seabees," a history on some of the unsung 
heroes of WWII at the Wright Museum of WWII in Wolfeboro, NH. 
  
We were also pleased to have a number of former and current Navy Seabees in the capacity 
audience for Johnson's presentation (picture below). Thanks to everyone who came out for this 
special night! 

 

 
        Wolfeboro, NH 
 
Photo and text by 
Peggy Hennelly-
Maniates 
Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Top Row - L to R: Roger LeBlanc, Fred Johnson III, Ph.D. (speaker), Lew Vittum, John Bush, Luke St. 
Pierre, John Dever. Front Row - L to R: Paul Thorington, Wendell Darling, Andy Mackay 
 
 
 
 
 
A Note to ALL District, Department, Island Commanders, and Secretaries, Please 
remember that it is your responsibility to verify the “existence” of your members. We 
recently purged the membership rolls of over +90 Seabees thanks to the diligent work 
of Ann Pollock, NSVAA member Island 23. We appreciated her effort and willingness to 
help address this issue, but it is not her job, IT’S YOUR JOB!!! Its your job to verify the 
rosters of your Islands. You might consider spreading the work out amongst your 
members as the American Legion does in their Buddy Check Program.  
Divy up the contact list and have each member contact 2 or 3 members you have not 
heard from in a while. It’s that simple. 
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Vietnam Perspectives 

 
 

 
 
The book shown above was written by SW-2 Gerald Fenske as a memoir of his time and experiences 
in Danang Vietnam. It is a good read, full of memories and some Sea Stories. If you have been in the 
Navy (not even particularly a Seabee), you know how it goes: Fairytales start with Once upon a Time; 
Sea Stories start with You are not going to believe this S_ _ T! 
You can contact Gerald at: 
3707 Madison Ave. 
Bemidi, MN 56601 
Creatensteel@gmail.com  
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CELEBRATING A CENTURY 
The Remarkable Journey of WWII Pacific Seabee Antonio “Tony” Fonseca 

By Craig Fonseca, Grandson of Tony Fonseca 

As the sun rose on October 19, 2024, family and friends gathered to celebrate a momentous 
occasion: the 100th birthday of Antonio “Tony” Fonseca, a true American hero. With a lifetime of 
stories etched in his heart, Tony reminisced about his extraordinary journey as a Navy Seabee 
during World War II, a journey that spanned continents and defined his character. 

From City Streets to War-Torn Shores    

Tony’s adventure began on August 31, 1943, 
when he enlisted in the Navy Seabees a unique 
branch of the military known for both building 
and battling. Reporting to 383 Madison Avenue 
in New York City, he was just a young man 
ready to serve his country. “I was proud to 
wear that uniform,” Tony recalled, his eyes 
sparkling with nostalgia. “Little did I know the 
challenges and friendships that awaited me.” 
After boot camp at Camp Peary in Virginia and 
further training at Camp Endicott in Rhode 
Island, Tony embarked on a convoy aboard the 
SS Cape Bon. His mission? Building and 
maintaining the critical infrastructure needed to 
support Allied operations across the Pacific. 

Facing Danger Head-On 

Tony’s journey took him through the 
Panama Canal and across the Pacific, 
arriving in Milne Bay, New Guinea, in 
February 1944. It was here that the 
realities of war hit home. “We faced air 
raids and danger daily,” Tony recalled 
somberly. “But we were there to build 
roads and bases, to support our troops. 
We had a mission. Among his vivid 
memories is a close call during a Japanese 
air raid, where shrapnel narrowly missed 
him. “It was terrifying, but those moments 
brought us closer together,” he reflected. 
“We became a family.” 
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From Builders to Celebrators 

While the war was filled with hardship, there were also moments of joy and adventure. Tony 
chuckled as he recalled sneaking off for liberty in 
Australia.  “I just had to see the sights! It was a 
once-in-a-lifetime chance.” His laughter filled the 
room, a testament to the resilience and spirit that 
characterized his service. As the war came to an 
end on August 14, 1945, the joy was palpable. “We 
heard the sirens and ran to celebrate,” Tony said 
with a grin. “The bar closed ten minutes later, but 
what a night it was!” 

 

 

A Legacy of Strength and Hope 

Today, Tony stands as a beacon of strength and hope. His 
journey through the Pacific, marked by danger and bravery, 
shaped not only his life but the lives of countless others. 
Reflecting on his service, he humbly remarked, “I consider 
myself lucky. I came home and built a family.” As friends 
and family raised their glasses in a heartfelt toast during his 
birthday celebration, they honored not just Tony’s incredible 
life but the spirit of resilience and camaraderie that defines 
the Seabees. 

“Here’s to you, Tony!” they cheer, celebrating a legacy that continues to inspire. 

Tony Fonseca’s story is one of courage, 
camaraderie, and unwavering spirit—a reminder 
that heroes come in many forms, and their 
legacies endure through generations. As he 
looks ahead to the next chapter, surrounded by 
loved ones, he embodies the very essence of 
living life to the fullest. Happy 100th Birthday, 
Tony! 

 

 

 

CAN DO PAGE 23 Fall 2024 



CAN DO PAGE 24 Fall 2024



 

CAN DO PAGE 25



 
 
 
 
 

 

CONVENTION AND REUNION INFORMATION 
 

NSVA 2025 NATIONAL CONVENTION August 20 thru 24 
Hosted by the Department of Florida and X-5 Fort Lauderdale 

Courtyard Orlando Lake Buena Vista at Vista Centre 
8501 Palm Parkway, Orlando, Florida, 32836 

Hotel phone number (407) 239-6900 block code SEABEE 
 

Tenth Annual Seabee Birthday/All Military Ball March 1st, 2025 
Hosted by Island X-3, Blairsville, GA. Contact Ed Crenshaw @ ce1crenshaw@outlook.com 

 
 

 

 
Welcome Aboard to our Newest Life Members! 

John Cubit, Life Membership Chairman, Navy Seabee Veterans of America 
It is with pleasure that we welcome the following Seabees as Life Members of our 

Organization: 
NAME LM # ISLAND CITY STATE 

John Ash 7085 X-12 Rochester NY 
Marianna Clark 7086 X-8 Youngstown OH 

Bret Draxton 7087 X-4 Longmont CO 
John Bates 7088 Island at Large Farmington MO 

Michael Atterbery 7089 X-23 Ocala FL 
Joy Atterbery 7090 X-23 Ocala FL 
John Kennedy 7091 X-1  Torrington CT 
Ricky Newlun 7092 X-3 Northern Nevada NV 
James Olyer 7093 X-3 Myrtle Beach SC 
Gary Group 7094 X-3 Myrtle Beach SC 

Owen Dunfee 7095 X-3 Myrtle Beach SC 

Fellow Seabees, I am Charles Lombardi the NSVA Life Membership Chairman. I will do my best to 
ensure that all new membership applications are processed in a timely fashion. Please forward all 

requests along with any required funds to the National Secretary this will allow faster service.                                                                                                                                       
Charles Lombardi, NSVA Life Membership Chairperson 

415 Prospect Street, Catasauqua, PA 18032-2000 
Phone: 610-657-2851   Email: chuck781@outlook.com 
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FINAL SALUTE 
COMPILED BY THE NATIONAL 

SECRETARY, AS REPORTED BY THEIR 
ISLANDS AND UNITS 

   
 

 

 
NAME LM # ISLAND CITY STATE 

Jimmy Arnold 3759 24th Battalion At Large  
George Baldwin 1609 X-1 Davisville RI 
Ronald Benotti 4732 X-23 Crystal River FL 

Clarence Benson 5170 X-2 Twin Cities MN 
Paul Blow 3820 X-1 Davisville RI 

Richard Bohrer 2022 X-5 Buffalo NY 
Anthony Bove 2147 X-5 Buffalo NY 
Terry Braegger 4504 X-1 Las Vegas NV 

Max Bray 3834 X-2 Mobile AL 
Edward Butkovich 5901 X-2 Pueblo CO 

Robert Clarke 8003 X-5 Buffalo NY 
Dale Cooke 4928 X-2 Indianapolis IN 
Carl Cornell 2814 X-2 Indianapolis IN 

William Daugherty 1524 X-4 Alexandria LA 
David Geter 5006 X-1 Gulfport MS 

Richard Harris 5412 X-2 Pueblo CO 
Christopher Kilpert 6153 X-1 Davisville RI 

Galen Konken 1730 X-4 Alexandria LA 
Alfred Korndoerfer 1580 X-6 Spring Hill FL 

Jack Lee 5823 X-1 Gulfport MS 
William Morin 4273 X-4 Laconia NH 
John Mosier 1631 X-19 Syracuse NY 

Gerald Quaderer 2110 MCB-7 At Large  
James Stark 2173 X-5 Buffalo NY 

Robert Stroop 4083 24th Battalion At Large  
Tomas Thompson 7608 X-3 Blairsville GA 

George Turner 6708 X-3 Pittsburgh PA 
Patrick Callahan 5080 X-2 Twin Cities MN 
Richard Waite 1704 X-19 Syracuse NY 

John York 3329 X-19 Alsip IL 
 

The Can Do Magazine is committed to honoring the NSVA members on their 
passing by listing them in the Final Salute pages. Please notify the SVA National 
Secretary at nsvasec@gmail.com  or by calling 1-203-843-5513 of a member 
passing as soon as possible. Be sure to include the members Life Member number 
(if applicable) and their Island/Unit affiliation.  
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NAVY SEABEE VETERANS OF AMERICA 

CAN DO 
2047 Ridge Road 

Queensbury, 
N.Y. 12804  

                      1-203-843-5513 
Visit us on line at WWW.nsva.org 

 

http://www.nsva.org/
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